
 

 
 

SITE PREPARATION NOTICE 
FAILURE TO PREPARE THE SITE PROPERLY BEFORE INSTALLING YOUR 
MANUFACTURED HOME MAY INVALIDATE YOUR WARRANTY AND MAY CAUSE 
PROBLEMS WITH YOUR HOME. 

IF YOU ARE ACQUIRING LAND FOR A MANUFACTURED HOME AND WILL NOT 
HAVE THE ABILITY TO OVERSEE SITE PREPARATION YOURSELF, BE SURE THAT 
YOUR AGREEMENT WITH THE PARTY PROVIDING THE LAND COVERS THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR SITE PREPARATION. 

If you are acquiring a manufactured home you need to be sure that the site is properly prepared 
BEFORE the home is installed.  If you will be having your home installed in a rental community, you 
should first be sure that the community has prepared the site properly and assumed that responsibility.  
If you are acquiring a manufactured home that is already installed, you should satisfy yourself that the 
site was properly prepared first. 

Site Preparation includes AT LEAST the following:  (1) selecting a site where the home will not be 
affected by rising or running water, as in the case of heavy rains, (2) grading the site, as needed, so that 
the land slopes away from the home, (3) making sure that the site will not create puddles or moisture 
build-up under the home by filling any depressions and, as needed, providing for drainage, (4) clearing 
away any plants, stumps, or debris on the site where the home will be placed, and (5) installing any 
required vapor retarder (and, if such a retarder is to be installed, trimming any grasses or other organic 
materials to a suitable height, not greater than 8”). 

The footing must be placed on firm, undisturbed soil, or fill compacted to at least 90% of its maximum 
relative density. Installation on loose, noncompacted fill may invalidate the home's limited warranty. 

If, at the time of installation or within 90 days thereafter your retailer is providing skirting, the retailer 
must also provide and install any required vapor retarder and insure that there is adequate ventilation 
under the home.  If the retailer is not providing these things, you should be sure that you have provided 
for any required vapor retarder and that you have provided adequately for ventilation under the home. 

FAILURE TO PREPARE THE SITE PROPERLY AND/OR FAILURE TO TAKE 
APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO GUARD AGAINST MOISTURE BUILD-UP MAY CAUSE 
SERIOUS PROBLEMS WITH YOUR MANUFACTURED HOME INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO, MOISTURE IN THE HOME, DE-LAMINATION OF FLOOR DECKING, 
BUCKLING OF WALLS AND FLOORS, WARPAGE THAT WILL MAKE DOORS AND 
WINDOWS NOT OPERATE PROPERLY, FAILURE OF ANCHORS TO HOLD THE HOME 
AS INTENDED, AND EVEN SERIOUS STRUCTURAL DAMAGE. 
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